THE  JAPANESE  CONQUEST   AND   ITS   AFTERMATH     173
aggravated by the chaos and uncontrollable inflation caused by
the Japanese currency policy. The Burmese had to comply with
the very heavy demands of the Japanese for forced labour
while frightful atrocities were committed upon the Karens,
who had hidden British soldiers and formed European-led
resistance groups.
Administration was at first handed over to the Burma
Independence Army. After its suppression a Burmese Executive
Administration was set up in August 1942 with Dr. Ba Maw at
its head. Under it many officers of the old civil administration
resumed duty. Under Japanese sponsorship Burma's 'inde-
pendence' was proclaimed on i August, 1943. The consti-
tution of 1937 was swept away, Ba Maw became the 'Adipadi',
the Pali equivalent of Fiihrer, and a gauleiter was appointed to
each district. Real control, however, was in the hands of Dr.
Gotara Ogawa, formerly Minister of Commerce and Railways
in Tokyo, who was named 'Supreme Adviser' to the Burmese
Government. The nominal independence thus accorded was at
first accepted by many Burmans as the genuine article. They
were not long in discovering that the propagandist talk about
Asiatic brotherhood and co-prosperity was merely a cloak for
ruthless exploitation. Hence the return of the British was hailed
with joy, and the Burma National Army played a useful part in
mopping-up operations against the retreating Japanese.
Its leader, Aung San, became the focus of nationalist
aspirations, which found expression in a political organization
known as the Anti-Fascist People's Freedom League. Aung
San had sprung to fame as the organizer of the students'
strike of 1936. Thereafter he had become the leader of the
ihakin group, a small party of extremists, who called them-
selves by the name of respect accorded to Europeans, and
equivalent to sahib in India. He had fled to Japan in 1940, and
with others of his party had accompanied the Japanese when
they invaded Burma. In Ba Maw's cabinet he was Minister for
Defence, and together with Than Tun, the Minister for
Transport and Supply, had secretly organized the anti-Jap-
anese swing of the Burma National Ajrmy. It was a move
demanding courage, ability and discipline. Its success made
Aung San and his A.F.P.F.L. the most potent political force in